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| NITED KINGDOM Council of Churches "Deplores" H-Bomb Tests 


The British Council of Churches, at its annual meeting in London on April 2-3, passed 
a resolution that deplored the decision of the British government to carry out nuclear 
ests at Christmas Island, assured the National Christian Cowmcil of Japan of "profound 
oncern," and appealed for a general nuclear control agreemente 


The resolution, in four parts, was in reply to a letter from the Christian Council 

@ Japan, asking the cessation of atom and hydrogen bomb experiments. Drawn up originally 
y the International Department of the BCC, it was amended heavily by the Bishop of Chi- 
hester and others. All but the statement deploring the tests passed almost unanimously. 
he Bishop of Chichester, the Rt. Reve G- K. A. Bell, said the coumcil should show its 
fenuine sensitivity to the grave moral and spiritual issues involved. 


"The bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were mere child's play compared wit 

he hydrogen bombs to be exploded, and already exploded by the Soviet Union and the United 
tates. No wonder the Japanese are alarmed," he said. The bishop said the council's re- 
MPly should give full weight to the fact that the tests were taking place in Asiatic and 
jot European waters. "The whole attitude of millions of Asiatic people towards Christian 
Mssions and of Christian churches in Asia might be affected by what we do." 


’ After a prolonged discussion, the vote was 39 to 32 on the clause deploring the 
jovernment's decision to carry out the bomb tests. The Archbishop of Canterbury, in the 
air, declared: "This will make it obvious to the world that we are very much divided. 
That does no good to anybody." 


In its resolution, the council: 


3 "Assured the National Christian Council of Japan of the profound concern felt by 
Christian people in Britain at the continuing experimental explosions of nuclear weapons, 
nd at the grave danger which they involve, by the increase of world radiations, for 
humanity as a wholes 


_ "Deplored the decision of Her Majesty's Government to carry out a number of nuclear 
test explosions in the megaton range, in the near futures 


: "Appealed to Her Majesty's Government, and to the Governments of the USA and the 
SSR, to make a new and determined effort to secure a ganeral nuclear control agreement 
efore the end of 1957, and in the meantime jointly to pledge themselves to refrain from 
ay further tests of hydrogen bombs; and 


"Urged the sub-committee of the United Nations Disarmament Commission now sitting 
London to use its utmost efforts to reach an agreement on the prohibition of all 
pons of mass destruction, including atomic and hydrogen bombs, with provision for 
ternational inspection and control, such as would safeguard the security of all nations, 
ether with the drastic reduction of all other armaments" 

The Assistant Bishop of Rochester, the Rt. Rev. John Mann, pointed out that "Japanese 
hristians are taking this up as a moral issue and are looking towards us for supportee. 
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is significant that the Prime Minister of Japan, who is not a Christian, has turned 
the minority of Christians - half of one per cent of- the population - in his attempt 
appeal to a country which.is, on paper, 90 per cent Christian." 


Bishop Mann was referring to Prime Minister Kishi's invitation to Anglican Bishop 
finsuke Yashiro to be his personal representative to protest against the bomb tests. 
Bishop Yashiro refused and Dr.. Masatoshi Matsushita, a lawyer and an Anglican, is repre- 
enting the Prime Minister. . 


; Commenting on Bishop Yashiro's refusal, the Archbishop of Canterbury said there were 
three reasons for it. He was not going to be told by the state what he should do. If 
ine State wanted to take some.politicalaction, it.was-improper that they should try to 
GOerce the head of the church. to.head..a deputation... Bishop Yashiro asked if the same 
rotest was going to be made to Russia. as well as to Britain and he said he would not 
ike part in any deputation to Britain alone. And lastly, the archbishop said, Bishop 
ashiro was not prepared to commit himself on a highly techmical matter concerning which 
s had no. specialized:knowledge.. BePeSey Geneva 


Free: Churches Want Nuclear Tests Abandoned 


. Members of the.Free Church Federal: Council, at the annual congress in Bristol late 

m March "urged. Her. Majesty's.Government:to.abandon: the proposed nuclear explosion on 
bristmas Islands. and.called.on .all.the-nations concerned to devote their research to the 

igaceful use. of nuclear energy." The: congress: also expressed deep regret at the failure 

f the United.Nations..to..reach.agresment onthe. cessation of nuclear tests. 


Earlier, the churchmen had heard: a plea from Professor C. A. Coulson "to be mindful 
if the problems..and. responsibilities ‘which go with the atomic age." Dr. Coulson; who is 
ine Rouse Ball Professor: of Mathematics: at Oxford University, stressed the danger from 
radio active fallout.from nuclear bombs.. -Referring to the proposed experiments on 
jhristmas Island, he urged his hearers "to search their hearts and consciences. I wonder 
f the Christian.conscience: can rest entirely happy...If you are not deeply stirred about 
shis, then you have not. appreciated: the. danger-of the fire with which you are playing." 


In other action.the congress noted "with profound disquiet" certain provisions on 
the Native Laws Amendment Bill now before the parliament in South Africa (see below) 

ind appealed to all Christian churches in South Africa to maintain the principles of the 
Fy * : HeoPede, Geneva 


Churches Continue Protest Against Bill 


| The Christian Council of South Africa, representing 23 churches and mission stations, 
as told the government that it will-be. obliged..to "disregard" proposed legislation 

ving the Minister of Native Affairs control over church services attended by both 
Europeans and Africans. Thirty delegates, meeting at Capetown, agreed that the law is 
an infringement of "the basic rights of religious freedom." (See EPS Nos. 10, 12 and 13.) 


4 
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At.the same time, they affirmed the individual's right to "worship where he pleases 
and the right of the church to admit any individual to its services or fellowship." 


5 "With great regret the council asserts that Christian churches would have to disre- 
gard any laws or regulations they believe would infringe these fundamental principles," 
the resolution said 


| The president of the Methodist Conference in the Union of South Africa, the Revo W. 
Tlisley ; has joined the growing protests against the Native Laws Amendment Act, declaring 
that the act, even as revised, is still essentially the same except that it transfers 
criminal responsibility from white church leaders to the Africans who attend prohibited 
gatherings. As such, he said; it is even less acceptable. 


; 


Mr. Illsley also denied the suggestion of the Minister of Native Affairs that church 
aders were opposing the bill as revenge against him for taking over their schoolse 
fr. Illsley said, "The churchmen's answer to Minister H. F. Verwoerd must be the same as 
4 was to Nebuchadnezzar long ago: 'We will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
mage (of apartheid) which thou hast set upo!" 


_ The Capetown Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of South Africa has saidy ina 
tatement read from the pulpits of all its churches, that to bow to government control 
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£ multi-racial worship services would be to "disregard our Lord's ow words - 'My house 
11 be called a house of prayer for all nations.'" E.P.Se, Geneva 


Ecumenical Essay Competition Announced 


Young pastors and missionaries: are eligible to enter an Ecumenical Prize Essay com-= 
jetition, sponsored..by the Scholarship Committee of the World Cowmcil of Churches. 


The competition aims to "encourage younger clergymen to study the central biblical 
md theological issues under ecumenical discussion" and to make the best results of their 
study available to all. 


The theme is "The biblical view of the relatiom between the mission of the church 
and its unity, and the implications of this view for the ecumenical movement." 


Rules of the competition call for essays of at least 10,000 words and not more than 
15,000 words, submitted by clergymen, 0 or under, who are doing full-time pastoral or 
issionary work. Essays may be in Frenchy German or English, the official languages of 
he WCC. Deadline for the contest is October 31 and the results will be announced by 
ecember 15. First. prize is 1,000 Swiss francs ($232) second prize 500 Swiss francs 
$116) and third. prize 250 Swiss frances ($58). 


Essays should go to the Scholarship Committee, World Cowmcil of Churches, 17 route 
le Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, 
itzerland, will collaborate with the Scholarship Committee in judging the contest. 
E.P.S.,5 Geneva 


Abrecht Reports on Social Change Study 


| 
; The Rev. Paul R. Abrecht is back in Geneva after an eight-weeks' trip through Africa 


jeve loping projects related to the current World Council of Churches' study on rapid 
social change o 


7 
. Convinced of the relevance of the study, he pointed out that all the countries face 
tremendous social problems. One example is the big question among African Christians as 
o what their response should be to politics. The church has often taught that politics 
e bad - not quite respectable. Now the church has a responsibility to explain that 
the foundation of political life is of tremendous concern to a Christian; especially to= 
jay in Africa. There is a tremendous appeal to youth to enter politics now, and the 
shurch must help them exercise their Christian responsibility. 


During his trip, Mr. Abrecht, who is executive secretary of the Department on Church 
and Society; stopped in Ethiopia, Kenya, Northern Rhodesia, the Cameroons, Togo, and 
shanae In Northern Rhodesia and the Cameroons, he was accompanied by the Rev. Dr. John 
Sarefa-Smart of Freetown, Sierra Leone, the consultant in Africa for the rapid social 


change program. 


Mr. Abrecht feels that the rapid social change study will help focus the attention 
of the churches on social concerns. One example is the tendency in some areas for the 
hurch to accept segregation in the life of the church. However, many churches now 
realize that they must help their members deal with social questions, There is a great 
Spportunity for the ecumenical movement to help the churches see their unit in a larger 
perspective o 


A new relationship is emerging between the church and mission societies with tremendous 
speed, he said. At the same time, it is obvious that the younger churches show signs 
that they want contact with churches around the world. 


Specifically, the WCC study is being developed in six areas in Africa: the Cameroons, 
the Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesiay the Union of South Africa, Ghana, Liberia ad Kenya. 
| As the result of conversations with Christian councils and churchmen, the current 
situation iss 


Kenya: The study is in a preliminary stage, but the National Christian Council has 
agreed to carry on a long-range project in view of the situation following the end of 
the Kikuyu emergency and the need to work out a program of social advance in a mlti- 
racial society. 
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_ The Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia: Many laymen and pastors are enthusiastic about 
study. It will focus attention .on "The Witness of the Christian Community in a 

nin Multi-Racial Society". Racial tensions spoil all other efforts at social change. 
Iné of the greatest problems is the. impact social change is making upon youth. Old 
ita ae, are gone. When youths go into cities they find no recreation activities, which 
esents a big opportunity for the churches. Additional plans on just how the study will 
ei abana be made in Julye. 


| iphariat The Reve Daisuke. Kitagawa; special assistant for the study, will leave 
DARE OB: April 1) for meetings..with local Christian leaders on the study. 


"Union of South Africas Mr. Abrecht met with leaders of Christian comcils and the 
atch Reformed Church and much progress was made in outlining and making plans for the 
budys It will now go before the various groups involved. 
_. Ghana: The study will be sgriecntunind on problems and changes in community life 
d the task of the churches. . In; Ghana just after: the independence celebrations, Mr. 
cht was impressed with the seriousness with which the citizens regarded the event. 
have shown," many said, "by achieving independence that the African is not inferior 
@ must show the rest.of Africa that this is true and that he too can be self- 
ming." Playing a leading role in developing this serious approach was the National 
iristian Council. Professor K. A. Busi.a; head of the department of sociology at the 
liversity College at Ghana, and a leading political figure, is directing the study. He 
S a member of the working committee of the Department on Chureh and Society, and has 
sctured at the Graduate School, of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey. 


Cameroons: The newly self-directing Evangelical and Baptist Churches (see EPS No. 10) 
re. going ahead with the study. . E.P.Se» Geneva 
mas gad 


Christian, Grow ue: Gize Guidance on European Unity 
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my emi ne organization to inform European churches and guide their thinking on 
olitical and economic problems common to Buropean nations has been approved at a meeting 
eld at Bad Nauheim, Germanys April 657. 

tLinteie 
The Committee on. the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation, an informal 
p of European Laymeny founded: in 19505.named as its chairman for the next two years 
re Cs L. Patijn of the.Netherlands.s The Dutch member of parliament replaces Professor 
ndre Philip, who has chaired the group for the last six years. Professor Philip be- 
Omes a vice-chairman, together with Mr. John Edwards of the United Kingdom, and Dr. 
iter Bauer of Germany. 


Ss 


ii 


Approval was given for the establishment of a permanent part-time secretaryship. 

he secretary will be appointed and commence work by October of 1957. The committee will 
ntinue.to aid the churches unofficially by attempting tc define Christian responsibility 
the movement for European cooperation, including the plans for a Common Market and 
URATOM« 


ae N statement will be issued soon and can be obtained from CGREC, Case postale 8, 
neva 1s Switzerland. EeP.S., Geneva 


East German Church Conference Re-affirms Confidence in Dibelius 


Berlin) - The Conference of representatives of the Protestant Landeskirchen in East 

lermany has expressed "deep resentment" at the public attacks against its presidents 

p Otto Dibelius. At its first meeting since the All-German Synod of the EXD at 

ndau (see EPS No. 11) the Conference described the attacks as unjustified, and re- 
laa unswerving confidence in Bishop Dibeliuse 


a. “The Synod of the Province of Saxony, the first of a member church of the EKD to be 
gid since the Spandau Synod, alse passed a unanimous resolution rejecting the attacks 
Bei br. Bast German newspapers against the Synod of the EKD. The Saxon Synod objected 
assertion that the Protestant Church had become a "military church" because it had 
ped the West German treaty on spiritual care in the armed forces. 

, Bishop Johannes Jan icke pointed out in his report to the Saxony Synod that spiritual 
r ponte Sore sane was the legitimate concern of the Church, even in divided Germany. 
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1 Church had never advocated rearmament. The assertion that the All-German Synod had 
ast a vote for NATO by expressing. agreement with spiritual care in the armed forces was 
pmpletely unjustified, said Bishop J&énicke. 

' Herr Werner Eggerath, the new Secretary of State for Church Affairs in the East German 
Overnment, accompanied by his proxy, Herr Hartwig, paid a visit to Bishop Mitzenheim of 
quringia at Eisenach. Eggerath was formerly Prime Minister of Thuringia (see EPS No. 11). 
@ told Bishop Mitzenheim that he would soon invite the Protestant bishops in the German 
emocratic Republic to a discussion of "outstanding questions." Bishop Mitzenheim ex- 
ressed the hope that the new arrangement would have a beneficial effect on future re- 
ations between state and Church. E.P.Se3 Geneva 


Negotiations about the Kirchentag 


rlin) - Dr. Reinold yon Thadden, president of the German Evangelical Kirchentagy met 
srr K. Maron, Minister for Home Affairs in Eastern Germany, on March 8 and 9 in East Bere 
n, to discuss.whether the Evangelical Kirchentag can be held this year in Thuringia 

ast Germany), as planned. Propst Heinrich Gritiber, representative of the EKD to the East 
rman Government, and President Kreyssig of Magdeburg were also present at the talks with 
rr Maron. 


The outcome of the discussions was not announced following a first meeting. The 
gotiations continued. Later the officers of the Kirchentag met in West Berlin and drew 
points for discussion between Dr. von Thadden and Herr Maron. 


Dr. Otto Nuschke, Deputy Prime Minister and president of the Christian Democratic 
ion in East Germany, met Herr Maron at the end of March. (See also EPS No. 11). They 
iscussed holding the Kirchentag on certain political conditions. These were rejected by 
e von Thadden. because they would have involved turning the Kirchentag into a political 
eting. Dr. Nuschke informed press representatives from Western Germany that Herr Maron 
d withdrawn two of the political conditions, and that in his personal opinion there was 

iow no obstacle to holding the Kirchentag in East Germany during August. 


| Dr. Franklin H. Littel of Bad Godesberg, president of the Ecumenical Committee of the 
lerman Evangelical Kirchentag, has told foreign friends of the Kirchentag movement that 
nis year they will be able to attend the "Kirk Week" being organized in August by the 
cottish churches in Aberdeen, and other meetings on the same lines at Royan (France), and 
m 1958 in Basel and Zurich. The 1959 Kirchentag will be held in Bavaria. E.P.S.e, Geneva 


‘TI NLAND Place of Women Theologians Studied 


A committee of the General Synod of the Church of Finland, after a four-year study, 
las reported that a new office ought to be formad in the church for women theologians. The 
Pfice, the committee says, would not be the same as that of pastor. 


The report suggests three official ranks for women theologians. One would be the 
tLready existing one of assistant woman theologian. The other two new titles would be 
ffice of an ordinary woman theologian and office of a leading woman theologian. The com-= 
tittee would not normally allow a woman to administer the sacraments, but if she is serving 
mM a hospital or a prison, she could receive permission to celebrate Holy Communion with 
yeople who are not able to attend the church in the parish. Committee members suggest 
shat women theologians should work mainly among women and girls and as education workers. 


Chairman of the committee was Professor Aimo T. Nikolainen, dean of the Faculty of 
theology at the University of Helsinki. The report will go to the 1958 meeting of the 


reneral Synod. EoPeSe5 Geneva 
SWEDEN a 18% Want Separation of Church and State 


; The Swadish Institute for Research on Public Opinion reports that 18 per cent of the 
pulation want to sever the traditional ties between the state and the lutheran National 
urch. Fifty-one per cent are in favor of the present arrangement and 31 per cent have 

opinion. 


Approximately 30 per cent of regular churchgoers in the Lutheran National Church and 
equal percentage of regular churchgoers in the Free Churches want the church and the 
te separated. . EoP.oSe9 Geneva 


Cw. aes. a ae te Ge ok) 


hepatitis: 
y wa ft }) 
X 


bad bonged mapred=fT& wre dat attubie 
séw sori? Seams sie gi ques leet Pelee: ara 


. 


wesre?: tesG edd oft exteTiA domed ack siete Ae peor rout pe 


to misineed Sl conet@ o¢ tieiv « btag yeeros ee qyteta ein ae 
} pM ESE seu) sigeiiedT to ts tain emtivi ylaremrot sex dtevopat doen 
paeeed ost «! scodeid. tradastoxT ait edivat acow bivow-ed dedi xisdaned 
xe sniiM qedeig "*.uncidveep yoisinetetve™ 36 roleevoekh sof 9. 
ot siséyt oo goeYte Ielotiened s svsd ‘bigow tmemogsers Sen ead gaa. 
0 «Sse ; ‘Homa bos sted 
, ae 
qeicetionté aid Spode etoisesopam PCa re 
m vasdtietsas* Jeotieernar2 remseD ad? to dnebrestg ext bat? now, ffonted '. ES 


iw $685 nt 9 ban S$ -fois mo .yrieieren elvan ai etisttA anol! vot tetetait yo 
ont? ataecy atte Bled ed deo gscnodotit Deotlegnevd and Selvenw seme 
i od? of GAS oft Yo orbdataacerqes ¢tedifvd dolraiel gaqext ~sbeamalg BS ¢ 
silst eit fs Sneserg écls etew gundebgal te aiever ri JnobLeest bis ath 


i 


ci’ scidean se tlt ¢ gatwohlet boonvonte ton sew aooleevoerh ddd Yo on 
pot bas niivel Jaew nl com pevnedtes 30 efit to eros Miho edt teed  shanatkineds 
‘ou. sea bos sebbadt apv «20 meguded cro teaton fbn 


sitpinasst micebrdo) s te Shst fea <] oe tah agg oeist ytuqed eoiiiondlt 
I sou cA oO bie mont to bre org 2 nowelt tts + eat € 


afl ,enohétbmeg Isoti Lied mieteeg- me Sesmedere add 's 
faoittiog ws ofnt gat meto iti. eae gata | covievnk eved .bisow yedd earsoed ash 
coraM wre ted? yoerved orqleeW cot aevisetieeeeee Reesy baweeti eldoeuil oat 
‘ai? mofnkso fencereq aid oft dec + bri 3 ,enoitisaco iesteiion eit Ja wd i 


Jecqed potiubh yorted Jest ni gerne res ort anibind of. 


Sic lo Beltimady Iseiaaek sat ic Jasbiveig epredasbell bef to fedeal ce 
gait dremevon yecmedotsd off to ebretasPogiepel “bior sed Gadrredo tee» feo. 
att: A -ak & tad "olosW svt add bneite of pide od ithe} 


{ derayA at Detinsg to gree 
x cist ‘oh Jé eertl ense end no agnkideem werto bes .oeebsei ae geno 
well ..6.%.2  .aitave ab bled od [fiw eetwedorid Caer mis sito Pate tne tone 
4 
beth ene tyolLope? somo To egeit 


ethide ‘wey wot 6 teite ybmefalt Yo. fowl eng to borye tensed add 13. 
se? enpisoloead metGy et - veuits eid ot Beprcct ed of vege eoltto wars. ¢ 
- qed pag to dads ee eme edt ed dom Bigow al ie selste " 
at 
we or minoloeds ramon got. exer. Is indie genit ph en tte 
i ho new eafltar wan-ows waite etl  Rateoloest temee dnete rege 20} emo x 
ans a? . wt isotoedd oeapw gekiess 2 to eofite bam mbgetoete namow grans 
geterss of sie ti Fwd pve: mwes atZ east ah o¢ mmow 8 woltn ul re 
davies soltrenod yiell eiiidaies of Satitsigsl iis avieoes bites edz.  aoeing 
tenayie steddam- 6erooweo Ptag ecid ni detvde att: brotis ot ids 
semsow soitgauke sa hes Pity! bes demo ali, elaiem aot ene é 
prs 


R aft to ae - rey) wocade oe Ane 


Wad 30 eearens FS Beer ‘eit oF ios 5 Kew wang 


BYeS ray eon | i 


MSIE bos rowd) to soles sar a6 5. Sieh RSL =| 1s 


wit Yo ¢reo 1eq SL tad> ebteger edtntgd thc mot 
fanaiiat! norsdtil ond bas aeadejedd poitivicedl nerd ; 
ever svaoo rod Ft Bee inenegoe rr bone 


bie dowdd Tenotsatt otis ant at Bs 
Bid Dee Homo” eat tor i ry 


a a et 


